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Abstract – In the cited article, we proposed the new combination Yonagunia ligulata (Harvey 
ex Kützing) Manghisi, M. Morabito, De Clerck & Le Gall. In this note, we add the 
lectotypification of its basyonym, Gymnogongrus ligulatus Harvey ex Kützing. 
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In Manghisi et al. (2015), two species of Yonagunia S. Kawaguchi et 
M. Masuda (Kawaguchi et al., 2004) were newly reported: one was new to science 
while the other proved to be conspecific with Polyopes ligulatus (Harvey ex Kützing) 
De Toni (1905). Therefore, the new combination Yonagunia ligulata (Harvey ex 
Kützing) Manghisi, M. Morabito, De Clerck et Le Gall was proposed. As soon as 
we were aware of the identity of this species, we started the search for its type. 
However, the answers to our requests arrived just after the publication of the article.

Gymnogongrus ligulatus is a name used by Harvey (1857) to designate the 
exsiccatum n. 50 of his Ceylon Algae, but the specimen has neither a description 
nor a reference to a validly published name, so it is not valid by art. 38.1 of the 
International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (McNeill et al., 
2012). The name Gymnogongrus ligulatus was later validly published by Kützing 
(1869) who added a description and two drawings (pl. 63, figs. a, b). In the protologue, 
Kützing (1869) made reference to a specimen seen in Sonder’s Herbarium, but did 
not designate an holotype. According to the protologue, the best candidate for the 
lectotypification should be searched among material collected by Harvey in Ceylon, 
belonging to Sonder’s herbarium, examined by Kützing and drawn in his plate.

Otto Wilhelm Sonder (1812-1881) was a German apothecary in Hamburg. 
He was an enthusiastic botanist, latterly an algologist, and amassed a huge private 
herbarium by obtaining specimens from leading botanists and plant collectors. When 
Sonder’s herbarium grew to the point that he could not manage it himself, he sold it. 
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Much of Sonder’s South African material (between 60,000 and 100,000 specimens) 
went to the Swedish Museum of Natural History (S) in 1875, and some of his 
Australian material to the French botanist Jean Michel Gandoger. The Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria (MEL) acquired in 1883 the vast remaining collection (counting 
between 250,000 and 330,000 specimens), including an extensive collection of 
algae, containing authentic specimens from C.A. Agardh, W.H. Harvey and Sonder 
himself (Gunn & Codd, 1981; Stafleu & Cowan, 1985).

The Swedish Museum of Natural History (S) hold a specimen of 
Gymnogongrus ligulatus, A1696, collected by Harvey in Ceylon, and it also has a 
pencilled “50” in the lower left corner. It is unknown if it come from a copy of 
Harvey’s Ceylon Algae or from Sonder’s herbarium, and there is no resemblance to 
Kützing plate, so it can be excluded for the lectotypification.

The National Herbarium of Victoria (MEL) at Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria hold two specimens of Gymnogongrus ligulatus, MEL 504575 and MEL 
504576, both of them collected by Harvey in Ceylon, and a pencilled “50” in the 
lower left corner. However, MEL 504575 also has in the lower left corner the 
annotation Tab. ph. XIX.63. Below, a typewrite note by Doris Sinkora (who was the 
MEL curator in the 1980s) claims “Holotype of Gymnogongrus ligulatus Harvey 
ex Kützing. The plate is a mirror image of the plant rising in the centre of the 
specimen sheet. The pencilled annotation above the lower left margin is in Kutzing’s 
hand. D. Sinkora 30.IV.1984”. We do agree with the choice of the former curator, 

Fig. 1. Lectotype of Gymnogongrus ligulatus Harvey ex Kützing (MEL 504575), reproduced with 
permission from the National Herbarium of Victoria (MEL), Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.
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because all the details correspond to the protologue and here we designate MEL 
504575 as lectotype of Gymnogongrus ligulatus Harvey ex Kützing.

Yonagunia ligulata (Harvey ex Kützing) Manghisi, M. Morabito, De 
Clerck & Le Gall (2015): 207

Gymnogongrus ligulatus Harvey ex Kützing (1869): 23-24, pl. 63: figs. a, 
b. Lectotype: MEL 504575 (Fig. 1). Isosyntypes: exsiccate n. 50 of W.H. Harvey’s 
Algae of Ceylon (1857) (De Toni, 1905: 1956). Type locality: Sri Lanka (Kützing, 
1869: 23; De Toni, 1905: 1956; Silva et al., 1996: 203).

Cryptonemia ligulata (Harvey ex Kützing) J. Agardh (1876): 162
Polyopes ligulatus (Harvey ex Kützing) De Toni (1905): 1596
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