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ABSTRACT. The Francesco Vitale Sicilian collection of Apionidae is critically revised. Ho-
plopodapion poupillieri (Wencker, 1864), Ischnopterapion (Ischnopterapion) aeneomicans
nothum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1897) and Pseudoprotapion dumeei (A. Hoffmann, 1957)
are recorded for the first time from Sicily and Italy; Omphalapion laevigatum (Paykull,
1792) is recorded for the first time from Sicily, whereas the presence on the island of
Aizobius sedi (Germar, 1818) and Acentrotypus brunnipes (Boheman, 1839), until now
considered doubtful, is confirmed. All species quoted from Sicily by Vitale are listed and
commented. In addition, the previous citation of Ceratapion (Echinostroma) basicorne
(Illiger, 1807) from Cyprus is attributed to Ceratapion (Echinostroma) curtii (Wagner, 1920)
and C. curtii is recorded for the first time from this country. Brief comments on our current
knowledge of the apionid fauna of Sicily are also included.

1. Introduction

Francesco Vitale (Messina, September 17, 1861 – Messina, February 9, 1953) was
an enthusiastic amateur entomologist whose field work was of great importance for the
knowledge of the Sicilian beetle fauna. From 1881 to 1942 he published about 100 scientific
works, many of which dedicated to the study of the superfamily Curculionoidea. In 1889 he
published his first note on the then genus Apion, a report full of biological and chorological
data on the 52 species collected by him from 1884 to 1888 in the surroundings of Messina,
and including some considerations on the 72 species of Apionidae then reported from the
whole of Sicily. Thanks to his inexhaustible researches, in a span of few years he collected
almost 100 apionid species from the surroundings of Messina, but, unfortunately, part of
that material was lost in the earthquake that destroyed Messina on December 28, 1908
(Baviera 2004b). The apionid collection consists of 638 specimens stored in the boxes
n° 22, 72 and 73, belonging to 91 species whose taxonomic, biological and chorological
data are discussed in the first part of this study when necessary. The second part of the
text deals with further 17 species not present in his collection, but cited by Vitale in his
publications. Further studies on beetles of the Vitale collection concern: Coccinellidae
(Baviera 2004a), Carabidae (Facchini and Baviera 2004), Cerambycidae and Buprestidae
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(Baviera and Sparacio 2004), Histeridae (Vienna and Baviera 2007), other Curculionoidea
(Caldara et al. 2010; Baviera and Bellò 2016).

2. Materials and methods

All the specimens stored in the boxes n° 22, 72 and 73 were maintained in their original
positions. Material has been determined in part by the late Carlo Pesarini and in part by the
first author of this note. When necessary, specimens have been dissected and genitalia were
preserved in pure glycerol inside micro-vials pinned beneath the specimen. In the main list,
species are ordered alphabetically inside genera, as are genera within the respective tribes;
in the second list, species are listed alphabetically. For each taxon, in addition to the current
name, the following data are added:

• list of bibliographic sources: the names of the taxa used by Vitale are followed
by the relative bibliographic references (year of publication and number of page).
Any incorrect spellings or wrong indications of the authors are followed by the
abbreviation “[sic]”, from the Latin “sic erat scriptum” (so it was written);

• original identification: the original identification is that written on the rectangular
label placed on the left of the specimens;

• list of localities: the locality labels are quoted as they are; printed words are
enclosed in quotation marks while parts added to the original text are indicated in
square brackets;

• number of specimens;
• remarks: only for some taxa, taxonomy and biology are discussed. When relevant,

identification labels pinned under the specimens have been quoted and commented,
in particular those handwritten by Schatzmayr who checked and corrected Vitale’s
identifications as stated by Vitale himself (Vitale 1927a).

As already evident from the title, in this work apionids are treated as a family, following
Wanat (2001) who submitted Brentidae sensu lato to an accurate philogenetic analysis,
disregarding the hyper-broad and overgeneralized concept of Brentidae Billberg, 1820 by
Oberprieler (2014), where apionids are downgraded to subfamily rank. Plants nomenclature
follows that proposed in IPFI (2021).

3. Results

List of the species

Family APIONIDAE Schoenherr, 1823

Subfamily Apioninae Schoenherr, 1823

Tribe Apionini Schoenherr, 1823
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Genus Apion Herbst, 1797

Apion cruentatum (Walton, 1844)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – frumentarium a. cruentatum Walt.
LOCALITIES – no data
SPECIMENS – 3

Remarks. Vitale never quoted this species in his publications. Probably its correct recogni-
tion — almost certainly previously identified as Apion haematodes haematodes Kirby, 1808,
sub Apion frumentarium (Linnaeus, 1758) — and the correct placement of the specimens in
the collection occurred after the examination of the material by Schatzmayr.

Apion frumentarium (Linnaeus, 1758)
Apion miniatum; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48);Vitale (1927b, p. 112)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – miniatum Germ.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Bauso, 19.V.1921, F. Vitale [leg.])
SPECIMENS – 7

Remarks. Vitale mentioned this species generically from Sicily, following Ragusa (1882a)
and upon a specimen identified by Schatzmayr.

Apion haematodes haematodes Kirby, 1808
Apion frumentarium; Vitale (1889, p. 152);Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, pp. 14, 15, 49); Vitale
(1901, pp. 423, 449); Vitale (1905a, pp. 122, 123); Vitale (1927b, p. 112)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – longithorax Desb. - frumentarium Payk. [sic]
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Castanea, 11.IV.1929, F.
Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 7.X.1916, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 9.VI.1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Tremonti,
X.1911, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, [19]04, F. Vitale [leg.]; Gravitelli,
13.V.1928, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 16

Apion longithorax Desbrochers des Loges, 1889
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – longithorax Desb.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Messina, XI.1918
SPECIMENS – 6

Remarks. Known from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Italy and Albania, never quoted by
Vitale in his publications.

Tribe Aplemonini Kissinger, 1968
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Genus Aizobius Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Aizobius sedi (Germar, 1818) (Fig. 1)
Apion sedi; Vitale (1905b, p. 168); Vitale (1906, p. 207)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – sedi Germar
LOCALITIES – M[ont]Albano [Elicona], 11.VI.[19]05, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 1

Remarks. Central European element, widespread from France to western Russia and
from South Scandinavia to Italy, from where is quoted by Abbazzi and Maggini (2009)
from Aosta Valley, Piedmont, Trentino-Alto Adige, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Veneto, Liguria,
Tuscany, Marche, Umbria, Latium, Abruzzes and doubtfully from Sicily. The specimen
from Montalbano Elicona, Messina Province, confirms the presence of this species in Sicily.
Vitale reported its finding on meadows. Larvae of this species are associated to Crassulaceae
belonging to the genera Sedum L. and Sempervivum L.

Genus Helianthemapion Wagner, 1930

Helianthemapion velatum (Gerstaecker, 1854) (Fig. 2)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – velatum Gerst.– simum Germar
LOCALITIES – Leone, 17.V.1928, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 2

Remarks. Species never quoted by Vitale in his publications. The specimens stored in
Vitale collection are two males, clearly conspecific. The first from “Sicilia”, in addition
to the locality label, bears two labels with the following indications: “velatum, Vitalei m.,
Schatzmayr det.” and “Helianthemapion, nov. sp. prope, velatum Gerst., det. C. Pesarini
2001”; the second, from “Leone”, shows the following label: “Helianthemapion, velatum
Gerst., det. C. Pesarini 2001”.

Genus Hoplopodapion F. Solari, 1933

Hoplopodapion poupillieri (Wencker, 1864) (Fig. 3)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – tamarisci Gyllen.
LOCALITIES – Rodia, 12.VI.1916, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 1

Remarks. Mediterranean-Sindian species so far known from Spain, Morocco, Algeria,
Tunisia, Libya, Chad, Egypt, Cyprus, Israel, Jordan and Saudi Arabia. The single specimen
from Rodia (Messina Province), previously identified by Vitale as Apion tamarisci, repre-
sents the first record of this species and also of the genus Hoplopodapion F. Solari, 1933 for
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Italy (Sicily).

Genus Onychapion Schilsky, 1901

Onychapion tamarisci (Gyllenhal, 1839)
Apion tamaricis [sic]; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 45); Vitale (1906, p. 206)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – tamarisci Gyllen.
LOCALITIES – Messina, 1909, F. Vitale [leg.]; Sinnaro, 7.VI.1920, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 2

Remarks. Mediterranean-Sindian species so far known from Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco,
Portugal, Spain, France, Italy (Sardinia and Sicily), Greece, Egypt, Jordan, Azerbaijan, Iran,
Afghanistan and India. Its distribution to the east of the Mediterranean Sea, thus far based
just on a few specimens, deserves further study. The first indication about the presence of
this species in Sicily dates back to 1868 when Tournier described Apion gautardi (synonym
of O. tamarisci) upon an unspecified number of specimens from Messina.

Genus Perapion Wagner, 1907

Perapion (Perapion) hydrolapathi (Marsham, 1802)
Apion hydrolapathi; Vitale (1889, p. 153); Vitale (1893, p. 160); Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 49); Vitale
(1901, p. 449)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – hydrolapathi Marsh. – violaceum Kirby
LOCALITIES – “Sicilia”, “Palermo”, 13.V.[1]911, L.T.; Ficuzza, 26.IV.[1]919, A. Dodero [leg.];
Trapani, Santa Ninfa; Messina, Faro, 11.V.[1]916, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 4

Remarks. The findings of this species on Malva nicaeensis All., Malva parviflora L. (sub
Malva microcarpa Desf.) and Malva setigera K.F. Schimp. & Spenn. (sub Althea hirsuta
L.) (Vitale 1900) must be considered incorrect or occasional; P. hydrolapathi is associated
to some Rumex species, in particular Rumex hydrolapathum Hudson and Rumex obtusifolius
L.

Perapion (Perapion) ilvense (Wagner, 1905)
Apion humile; Vitale (1889, pp. 148, 153); Vitale (1900, p. 15); Vitale (1902b, p. 40); Vitale (1905b,
p. 169); Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
Apion burdigalense; Vitale (1889, p. 153)
Apion semicyaneum; Vitale (1889, p. 153); Vitale (1901, p. 449)
Apion curtirostre [sic]; Vitale (1893, p. 160)
Apion curtirostre; Vitale (1900, p. 49); Vitale (1901, p. 449)
Apion curtirostre var. marseuli; Vitale (1900, p. 49)
Apion humi [sic]; Vitale (1905a, p. 123)
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ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – sedi Germar – curtirostre Germar – ilvense Wagner
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Messina, 1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; M[ont]Albano [Elicona],
20.III.[19]04, F. Vitale [leg.]; Sicilia, C[ontrada]. Paradiso [Messina], [19]09; Miano, Mes[sina],
27.VI.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 1929, F. Vitale [leg.]; Naso, 24.V.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Stidda,
24.VI.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 19.V.[19]36, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 14.III.[19]31, F.
Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 17

Remarks. Vitale (1893) quoted the name of this species as “curvirostre” and that error
meant that since then some authors erroneously mentioned Alocentron curvirostre (Gyllen-
hal, 1833) among the species of the Italian fauna. Also the presence in Sicily of Perapion
marseuli (Wencker, 1864), quoted as variety of Apion curtirostre on indication of Baudi di
Selve (in litteris) (Vitale 1900), is clearly incorrect. Perapion marseuli is a Mediterranean-
Sindian species exclusively associated with Calligonum comosum L. — plant absent in Italy
— so far known from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, United
Arab Emirates and Iran. Finally, also the Vitale’s quotations of Apion burdigalense and
Apion semicyaneum are to be referred to Perapion ilvense: Vitale (1889), mentioned three
specimens of Apion burdigalense from Castanea (Messina Province) found on Rumex sp.,
and one specimen of Apion semicyaneum found on Rumex bucephalophorus L. In addition,
to corroborate his observation about the host plant of Apion semicyaneum, he quoted Aubé
(1866) pointing out that the French author found that species very common in a swamp
near Béziers (France) where Rumex plants were abundant. Vitale not considered Aubé’s
remark about the great “analogie” among Apion semicyaneum from one side and Apion
violaceum and Apion hydrolapathi from the other side, but our current knowledge confirms
our hypothesis about its identification with Perapion ilvense. This last is a Mediterranean
species, in the past often confused with Apion curtirostre Germar, 1817 as also demonstrated
by the citations of Vitale. According to literature, in Italy Perapion curtirostre is recorded
from all regions, but the examination of about 500 Italian specimens revealed that it is
absent in Sicily and Sardinia (Giusto, unpublished data).

Perapion (Perapion) violaceum violaceum (Kirby, 1808)
Apion violaceum; Vitale (1889, p. 152); Vitale (1893, p. 160); Vitale (1900, p. 49); Vitale (1901,
p. 449); Vitale (1902a, p. 139); Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – violaceum Kirby – hydrolapathi Marsh.
LOCALITIES – [Monte] Ciccia, 30.VIII.1931, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Messina,
21.VI.[19]03, F. Vitale [leg.]; Dintorni Messina, IV–VI.1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Gradeonova [?],
14.V.1910, F. Vitale [leg.]; Annunziata, 13.VI.[19]33, F. Vitale [leg.]; Stidda, 25.V.[19]30, F. Vitale
[leg.]
SPECIMENS – 13

Genus Phrissotrichum Schilsky, 1901

Phrissotrichum (Phrissotrichum) sicanum Ehret, 1997
Apion tubiferum var. sicanum; Vitale (1889, p. 143); Vitale (1893, p. 155); Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 45);
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Vitale (1901, p. 445); Vitale (1902b, p. 40); Vitale (1927b, p. 110)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – [tubiferum] a. sicanum Venk. [sic]
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Messina, [19]04, F. Vitale
[leg.]
SPECIMENS – 6

Remarks. Taxon already known in 1864 when Wencker described it as a green-bluish
variety of Apion tubiferum Gyllenhal, 1833 (unavailable infrasubspecific name) and later
validated by Ehret (1997) who raised it to species providing, however, diagnosis and de-
scription absolutely inadequate to allow its clear distinction from the allied Phrissotrichum
tubiferum. Due to their strong similarity, surely in the past the two species have been
misidentified by many authors and so, according to the bibliographic sources, at present it is
not possible to clearly delineate the two distribution areas, nor to obtain reliable information
on the respective host plants. Also indications by Vitale (1889, 1900, 1927b) about the find-
ing localities and host plants of both species (often found in syntopy on Cistus salviifolius
L. and Cistus crispus L.) are useless.

Phrissotrichum (Phrissotrichum) tubiferum (Gylenhal, 1833)
Apion tubiferum; Vitale (1889, p. 142); Vitale (1893, p. 155);Vitale (1900, p. 45); Vitale (1901, p. 445);
Vitale (1902b, p. 39); Vitale (1903b, p. 54); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1913, p. 142); Vitale (1927b,
p. 110)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – tubiferum Gyll.
LOCALITIES – Cavaliere, 7.V.[19]03, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 7.I.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà,
17.IV.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Scala, 17.III.[1]936, F. Vitale [leg.]; Scala, 11.V.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.];
Castanea, 24.I.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, V.[1]917, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”;
Colla, 1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 7.I.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 12

Genus Pseudoperapion Wagner, 1930

Pseudoperapion brevirostre (Herbst, 1797)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – brevirostre Herbst
LOCALITIES – Faro, 11.V.[1]916, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 3

Genus Pseudostenapion Wagner, 1930

Pseudostenapion simum (Germar, 1817)
Apion simum; Vitale (1889, p. 153); Vitale (1901, p. 449)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – simum Germar
LOCALITIES – [Contrada] Paradiso, Mess[ina], III.[19]09; Messina, VI.[19]37, F. Vitale [leg.]
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SPECIMENS – 4

Tribe Aspidapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Aspidapion Schilsky, 1901

Aspidapion (Aspidapion) radiolus (Marsham, 1802)
Apion radiolus; Vitale (1889, 146 (in part)); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901,
p. 446); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1927b, p. 111)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – radiolus Kirby
LOCALITIES – Villa Sperlinga, 11.IX.[19]12, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 1

Remarks. Vitale (1889) declared to possess only three specimens of this species and added
that one of them was perfectly corresponding to Wencker’s diagnosis while the remaining
two specimens, donated by a friend and collected in Contrada Gravitelli (Messina), had
almost glabrous and dark bluish elytra. Since these characters are typical of Aspidapion
soror, Vitale’s quotation is here partly attributed to A. soror and partly to A. radiolus. It
is worth noting that the single specimen belonging to A. radiolus bears a label with the
indication “Apion leprieuri”. Ischnopterapion leprieuri (Wencker, 1864), North-African
species so far known from Algeria and Tunisia, has been dubiously quoted for the first time
from Sicily by Ragusa (1906) on Baudi di Selve’s recommendation (in litteris). In the box
n° 72 of the Vitale collection there is the identification label “Leprieuri Wenck.”, but no
specimen is present.

Aspidapion (Aspidapion) soror (Rey, 1895)
Apion radiolus; Vitale (1889, 146 (in part))
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – radiolus Kirby
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 12

Remarks. No quotation of this specie in Vitale’s publications, the placement of all speci-
mens near the label "radiolus Kirby" and the determination label pinned under one of them
with the indication "radiolus" suggest that Vitale surely misidentified the two species.

Aspidapion (Koestlinia) aeneum (Fabricius, 1775)
Apion aeneum; Vitale (1889, p. 146); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 446);
Vitale (1903d, p. 67)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – aeneum Fab.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 8
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Tribe Catapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Catapion Schilsky, 1906

Catapion burdigalense (Wencker, 1859)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – sedi Germar – burdigalense Wenck.
LOCALITIES – Mitta (Mes[sina]), 11.VI.1916, F. Vitale [leg.]; S. Teresa, 1915; “Messina”, “F. Vitale
[leg.]
SPECIMENS –11

Remarks. Considering that Vitale (1889) mentioned as Apion burdigalense and Apion
semicyaneum specimens belonging to Perapion ilvense (see the remarks below the latter
species), it is not excluded that the correct collocation in the box n° 72 of 10 of the 11
specimens near the identification label “burdigalense Wenck.” (one is stored in the box n° 22
near the label “sedi Germar”) is due to their subsequent correct identification by Schatzmayr.

Catapion calabricum (A. Solari & F. Solari, 1922)
Apion calabricum; Vitale (1927a, p. 54)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – [corsicum] a. calabricum Solari – pubescens Kirby
LOCALITIES – Gravitelli, 12.V.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 7.X.1916, F. Vitale [leg.]; Cala-
marà, 18.VII.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1904, F. Vitale [leg.];
“Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 7

Remarks. Vitale (1927a) recorded for the first time this species from Sicily (Messina) upon
a specimen determined by Schatzmayr.

Catapion corsicum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1888)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – seniculus Kirby
LOCALITIES – Siracusa, III.[19]06, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Sicilia”, “F.
Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 7

Remarks. Species never quoted in Vitale’s publications. One of the seven specimens has
been identified by Schatzmayr as "corsicum".

Catapion curtulum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1870)
Apion curtulum; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – curtulum Desbr. – pubescens Kirby
LOCALITIES – Stidda, 24.V.1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F.
Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Messina, 1904, F. Vitale [leg.]
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SPECIMENS – 13

Catapion pubescens (Kirby, 1811)
Apion pubescens; Vitale (1889, p. 148); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901,
p. 447); Vitale (1902b, pp. 2, 39)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – pubescens Kirby
LOCALITIES – Castanea, 2.VI.1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 5

Catapion seniculus (Kirby, 1808)
Apion seniculus; Vitale (1889, p. 148); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901,
p. 447); Vitale (1903c, p. 20)
Apion natricis; Vitale (1930, p. 136); Vitale (1932, p. 40)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – seniculus Kirby – corsicum Desbr. – loti Kirby
LOCALITIES – Messina, 24.II.[19]04, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 3.XI.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.];
Calamarà, 2.X.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 24.IV.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; [Monte] Ciccia,
25.VIII.[19]37, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 16.IV.[19]03, F. Vitale [leg.]; Campo Inglese, 19.V.[19]21, F.
Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 13

Remarks. Since the single specimen with the label “natricis? Occorre piú materiale”
was placed together with the specimens of Catapion seniculus, we attribute to the latter
species the quotation of Vitale (1930, 1932) of Apion natricis. Furthermore, the exclusion
of Catapion natricis from the Sicilian fauna is justified by the absence on the island of
Ononis natrix natrix L., its host plant.

Catapion seriatosetosulum (Wencker, 1864)
Apion seriatosetosulum; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – seriatosetosulum Wenck.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 6

Tribe Ceratapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Acentrotypus Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Acentrotypus brunnipes (Boheman, 1839) (Fig. 4)
Apion laevigatum; Vitale (1906, p. 206)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – brunnipes Bohm.
LOCALITIES – Colla (Cast[anea].), 1911, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 2
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Remarks. Species recorded for the first time from Italy (Sicily, Messina), as Apion lae-
vigatum, by Vitale (1906). Since then, its presence in Sicily has been quoted, although
doubtfully, only by Osella and Magnano (1986) and Abbazzi and Maggini (2009). Thanks
to the examination of the two specimens in the Vitale collection, it is possible to confirm the
presence on the island of this species. In addition to the Sicilian record, A. brunnipes has
been quoted from Italy exclusively from Apulia (Cagnano Varano, Foggia Province) (Osella
and Magnano 1986). The old quotation for Friuli-Venezia Giulia, based on a single speci-
men found in Bosco Siana near Pula, now a Croatian locality (Schatzmayr 1925), has been
subsequently rectified by Osella and Magnano (1986). A. brunnipes is a Turanic-European-
Mediterranean element whose northeastern limit of its distribution roughly corresponding
to the northern coasts of the ancient Tethys Sea need further field researches; so far it is
known form Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Portugal, Spain, France, Great Britain, Belgium,
The Netherlands, Germany, Poland, Czech Republic, Hungary, Switzerland, Italy (Apulia
and Sicily), Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Georgia and
Iran. No biological data are available for the Italian specimens. Among its host plants
present and widely distributed in Italy, namely Filago germanica (L.) Huds., Helichrysum
luteoalbum (L.) Rchb., Logfia gallica (L.) Cosson & Germ., Logfia minima (Sm.) Dumort
and Omalotheca sylvatica (L.) Sch. Bip. & F.W., only the first three live in Sicily and Apulia.

Genus Ceratapion Schilsky, 1901

Ceratapion (Acanephodus) onopordi onopordi (Kirby, 1808)
Ceratapion onopordi; Vitale (1889, p. 144); Vitale (1900, p. 46)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – onopordi Kirby
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 1

Ceratapion (Ceratapion) carduorum (Kirby, 1808)
Apion carduorum; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1901, p. 445); Vitale (1903c, p. 20)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – carduorum Kirby
LOCALITIES – Castanea, VII.[1]934, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 1

Remarks. As pointed out by Wanat (1995), since most of the 19th and 20th century litera-
ture data on Ceratapion carduorum refer to Ceratapion gibbirostre (Gyllenhal, 1813) or
Ceratapion damryi (Desbrochers des Loges, 1894), interpretations of Vitale’s quotations
about these three species have been deduced, as far as possible, from the biological data
provided by the Sicilian author. It is necessary to specify that, while all the quotations
related to specimens found on Cynara cardunculus L. (sub Cynara horrida Aiton) or Cynara
scolymus L. have been attributed with certainty to Ceratapion damryi, the attributions to
C. carduorumor C. gibbirostre have been more problematic due to the still too confused
knowledge about their host plants. Since in Sicily larvae of C. carduorum have been ob-
served associated exclusively to Carduus nutans L. whilst those of C. gibbirostre have been
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found in stems of Carduus pycnocephalus L., and adults of the latter species have also
been collected on Galactites tomentosa Moench (Giusto, unpublished data), all Vitale’s
records referred to plants belonging to the genera Galactites Moench and Cirsium Miller
or those expressly attributed to Apion carduorum “var. galactidis” have been ascribed to
C. gibbirostre. Finally, the only three reports attributed to Apion carduorum without any
indication about the host plant were tentatively considered correct.

Ceratapion (Ceratapion) damryi (Desbrochers des Loges, 1894)
Apion carduorum; Vitale (1889, 143 (in part)); Vitale (1900, pp. 8, 45); Vitale (1927b, 111 (in part))
Apion carduorum var. meridianum; Vitale (1889, p. 143); Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 45);
Vitale (1901, p. 445)
Apion corduorum [sic]; Vitale (1900, p. 14)
Apion damryi; Vitale (1927b, p. 111)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – carduorum Kirby - damryi Desbr.
LOCALITIES – S. Licandro, 22.VI.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Rometta, 10.VIII.[1]917, F. Vitale [leg.];
“Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 7

Remarks. See the remarks under Ceratapion carduorum.

Ceratapion (Ceratapion) gibbirostre (Gyllenhal, 1813)
Apion carduorum; Vitale (1889, 143 (in part)); Vitale (1927b, 111 (in part))
Apion carduorum var. galactitis [sic]; Vitale (1889, p. 143); Vitale (1927b, p. 111)
Apion carduorum var. galactites [sic]; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 45); Vitale (1901, p. 445);
Vitale (1903d, p. 67)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – carduorum Kirby - [carduorum] a. basicorne Toms.
[sic] - [carduorum] v. galactitis [sic] Wenck.
LOCALITIES – Messina, 1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1900, Vitale [leg.]; Messina, [19]04, Vitale
[leg.]; Leone (Siracusa), 8.IV.[19]10, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 7.VII.[19]26, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla
(Mess[ina]), 16.V.1925, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 14

Remarks. See the remarks under Ceratapion carduorum.

Ceratapion (Clementiellus) robusticorne (Desbrochers des Loges, 1866)
Apion insolitum; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – brunnipes Bohm.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 1

Remarks. In the Vitale collection this species, quoted as Apion insolitum Debrochers des
Loges, 1870, is represented by a single specimen placed in the box n° 72, in correspondence
with the label “brunnipes Bohm”, between two specimens of Acentrotypus brunnipes and
two specimens of Omphalapion laevigatum (Kirby, 1808). It is curious to note that in the
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box n° 73 there is no specimen near the label with the indication “robusticorne Desbr.”.
Ceratapion robusticorne is a West-Mediterranean species so far known from Portugal, Spain,
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Malta and Italy. Its Italian distribution coincides with that of
Acentrotypus brunnipes; Ceratapion robusticorne, in fact, is known from Apulia (Foggia
Province: Peschici) (Giusto 1986; Abbazzi and Osella 1992) (sub Gargano), (Abbazzi
and Maggini 2009) (sub Promontorio del Gargano), Taranto Province: Circummarpiccolo
(Wanat 1995; Abbazzi and Maggini 2009), Taranto env. (Giusto, unpublished record), river
mouth of Fiume Lato (Giusto, unpublished record), and Sicily (Palermo Province: Palermo)
(Wanat 1995), Palermo, loc. Arenella-Torre del Rotolo (Schatzmayr 1925; Giusto 1986;
Abbazzi and Maggini 2009), Siracusa Province: 5 km E of Sortino, 570 m a.s.l. (Giusto,
unpublished record).

Ceratapion (Echinostroma) curtii (Wagner, 1920)
Apion carduorum var. basicorne; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 45); Vitale (1901, p. 445)
Apion subcaviceps [sic]; Vitale (1927a, p. 54)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – [carduorum Kirby] a. basicorne Thoms. [sic]
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 1

Remarks. Most likely, the single specimen bearing the label “subcaviceps Desb.” (incorrect
spelling for subcavifrons) is that found in Contrada Calamarà and examined by Schatzmayr,
as stated by Vitale (1927a). It is curious to note that in the box n° 72 there is no specimen
near the identification label “curtii Wagner”. Ceratapion curtii is a Mediterranean species
so far known from southern France, Italy (Lazio and Sicily), Croatia and Greece (Crete). To
these countries we also add Cyprus (new record) since, due to a misidentification, all the
specimens quoted as Ceratapion basicorne (Illiger, 1807) by Giusto (Stüben et al. 2012)
turned out to belong to this species. Sicilian specimens from Messina Province: southern
slopes of Monte Castellazzo, 1.200 m a.s.l. and Siracusa Province: 5 km E of Sortino, 570
m a.s.l. (Giusto, unpublished data) and all Cypriot specimens have been found exclusively
on Crupina crupinastrum (Moris) Vis.

Ceratapion (Echinostroma) scalptum scalptum (Mulsant & Rey, 1859)
Apion scalptum; Vitale (1889, p. 144); Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 445)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – scalptum Rey [sic]
LOCALITIES – Castanea, 11.IV.1924, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F.
Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 9

Genus Diplapion Reitter, 1916

Diplapion confluens (Kirby, 1808)
Apion confluens; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 446)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – confluens Kirby – stolidum Germ.
LOCALITIES – Alcantara, 2.VII.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; C[astel]Vetrano, X.[19]10, F. Vitale [leg.];
Calamarà, 2.VI.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 1927, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”;
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“Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 12

Remarks. In the past, recognition of Diplapion confluens, Diplapion detritum and Dipla-
pion stolidum created great problems for entomologists and, often, it was a source of errors.
Vitale himself misidentified in part these species, as evidenced by the original identification
labels positioned in the box n° 72 and the specimens placed near them. Due to these
errors, the correct interpretation of some bibliographic citations was also difficult, as to be
impossible for those referred to D. stolidum to attribute them to the correct taxa (Vitale
1889, 1893, 1900, 1901). With regard to D. stolidum, due to the lack of available material,
it is not possible to confirm the presence of this species in Sicily. Our decision is supported
by the fact that Leucanthemum vulgare (Vaill.) Lam. (on which the larvae surely develop)
is an allochthonous plant on the island and that all the efforts to collect Diplapion stolidum
in Sicily on other possible host plants (i.e. Anthemis arvensis L., Cota tinctoria (L.) J. Gay
and Matricaria chamomilla L.) were unsuccessful.

Diplapion detritum (Mulsant & Rey, 1859)
Apion detritum; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 445); Vitale (1927b,
p. 110)
Apion detritum var. ragusae; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – detritum Rey [sic] – [detritum] a. ragusai [sic] Everts
– stolidum Germ.
LOCALITIES – Gesso, 27.IV.[1]917, F. Vitale [leg.]; Bauso, 11.V.[1]917, F. Vitale [leg.]; Bauso,
19.V.[1]921, F. Vitale [leg.]; Piano Torre, Mess[ina]., IV.[1]909, F. Vitale [leg.]; Margi, 12.IV.1916,
F. Vitale [leg.]; Gesso, 9.I.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Giostra, 25.III.[19]33, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”,
“XI.1902”; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 12

Remarks. The finding of this species on Tuberaria inconspicua (Pers.) Willk. (Vitale
1927b), sub Helianthemum guttatum var. plantagineum) was certainly accidental.

Genus Omphalapion Schilsky, 1901

Omphalapion dispar (Germar, 1817)
Apion dispar; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1906, p. 206)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – dispar Germ.
LOCALITIES – M[ont]Albano [Elicona], VII.[19]04, Vitale [leg.]; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”;
“Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 4

Omphalapion laevigatum (Paykull, 1792) (Fig. 5)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – brunnipes Bohm.
LOCALITIES – “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Sicilia, 1907, F. Vit[ale leg].
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SPECIMENS – 2

Remarks. The two specimens of Omphalapion laevigatum stored in the Vitale collection
are positioned in correspondence with the label “brunnipes Bohm.” while near the determi-
nation label “laevigatumPayk.” there is no specimen. They represent the first and so far the
unique finding in Sicily. This species, widespread from Portugal to Kazakhstan throughout
Europe, is present in almost all Italian regions (it is not yet recorded only from Aosta Valley,
Veneto, Apulia and Sardinia). Its presence in Sicily was therefore expected.

Tribe Exapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Exapion Bedel, 1887

Exapion subparallelum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1888)
Apion fuscirostre; Vitale (1889, p. 145); Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, pp. 9, 15, 46); Vitale
(1901, pp. 422, 424, 446); Vitale (1905a, p. 122)
Apion fuscirostre var. subparallelum; Vitale (1927b, p. 111)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – subparallelum Desbr.
LOCALITIES – Scala, 3.IV.1936, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 1

Exapion ulicis (Forster, 1771)
Apion uliciperda; Vitale (1906, p. 207)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – ulicis Forst. – uliciperda Pandel.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 10

Remarks. Vitale (1906) quotation of this species, as Apion uliciperda, is the first and
hitherto unique in Sicily. Exapion ulicis, distributed in most of Central and West-Europe, in
Italy is cited only from Piedmont, Liguria, Tuscany and Sicily. It is noteworthy to observe
that larvae of this species are associated to Ulex spp. (including Ulex europaeus L., the
unique Italian species belonging to this genus), but that no Ulex species is nowadays present
in Piedmont (where its presence seems unlikely) and in Sicily. However, cannot be excluded
that over a century ago U. europaeus L. was present at least in Sicily.

Genus Lepidapion Schilsky, 1906

Lepidapion (Lepidapion) argentatum argentatum (Gerstaecker, 1854)
Apion squamigerum; Vitale (1889, p. 145); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 46); Vitale
(1901, pp. 423, 446); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1904, p. 46); Vitale (1905a, p. 122)
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Apion argentatum; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1904, p. 46); Vitale (1927b,
p. 112)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – argentatum Germ.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Palermo, Colla, 17.IV.[19]30,
F. Vitale [leg.]; Palermo, Colla, XII.[1]919, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ciaramita, 19.V.[19]37, F. Vitale [leg.];
Sicilia, (Mess[ina]), 1919, F. Vitale [leg.]; Cudduttà, Messina, 24.IV.1911, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 11

Remarks. Vitale (1889) misidentified this species with Lepidapion squamigerum (Jacquelin
du Val, 1854) and only in 1904 he recognized that the two species were different (the
former quotations about the presence of Apion argentatum in Sicily (Vitale 1893, 1900)
were accepted by Wencker). The host plant Genista monspessulana (L.) L.A.S. Johnson,
quoted as Cystus [sic] monspessulanus L. (Vitale 1927b), confirms the correct identification
of this Apionidae by the Sicilian author.

Tribe Ixapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Trichopterapion Wagner, 1930

Trichopterapion holosericeum (Gyllenhal, 1833)
Apion holosericeum; Vitale (1889, p. 144)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – holosericeum Gyll.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “Ficuzza”, 15–18.V.[1]911, L.T.”; Ficuzza,
7.IX.[1]910, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ficuzza, XI.1915, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 9

Remarks. The finding of this species on Rumex bucelocephalus L. (Vitale 1889) was
certainly accidental.

Tribe Kalcapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Kalcapion Schilsky, 1906

Kalcapion semivittatum (Gyllenhal, 1833)
Apion pallipes; Vitale (1889, pp. 146, 150); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901,
p. 446); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1927a, p. 54)
Apion semivittatum; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 446); Vitale (1927a,
p. 54); Vitale (1927b, p. 112)
Apion semivittatum var. centromaculatum [unavailable name]; Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901,
p. 446)
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ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – semivittatum Gyll. – uliciperda Pandel.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Castanea, 11.IV.1929,
F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 9.V.1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 16.IX.1937, F. Vitale [leg.]; Scala
(Mes[sina].), 28.VII.1915, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 12

Remarks. All the previous citations by Vitale of Apion pallipes were attributed to Apion
semivittatum by Vitale (1927a). Migration on trees is a widespread phenomenon among
Apionidae to protect themselves from solar radiation especially in summer and autumn.
The finding of few specimens on Quercus robur L. and Corylus avellana L. (Vitale 1889)
confirms this habit also for K. semivittatum, monophagous on Mercurialis annua L.

Genus Melanapion Wagner, 1930

Melanapion (Melanapion) minimum (Herbst, 1797)
Apion minimum; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – minimum Herbst
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Stidda, 31.V.1929, F. Vitale [leg.]; Camaro, 28.V.1924, F.
Vitale [leg.]; San Filippo Archi, su Tamarix, 10.VII.[1]902, F. Vitale [leg.]; Rodia, 10.VII.[19]02, F.
Vitale [leg.]; Gravitelli, 12.V.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Naso, 16.VIII. 1928, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 11

Genus Squamapion Bokor, 1923

Squamapion flavimanum (Gyllenhal, 1833)
Apion flavimanum Vitale (1889, p. 145); Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901,
p. 446)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – flavimanum Gyll.
LOCALITIES – Colla, 4.IV.1926, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 3

Squamapion leucophaeatum (Wencker, 1864)
Apion elongatum; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – leucophaeatum Wenck.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Gesso, 21.V.[1]937, F. Vitale [leg.]; P[onte] Schiavo,
21.V.[1]928, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ficuzza, V.1913, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 4

Squamapion vicinum (Kirby, 1808)
Apion atomarium; Vitale (1889, p. 144); Vitale (1932, p. 40)
Apion vicinum; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 446)
Apion consors; Vitale (1930, p. 136); Vitale (1932, p. 40)
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ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – vicinum Kirby – consors Desbr. – atomarium Kirby
LOCALITIES – Ritiro, 14.VII.[19]21, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 11

Remarks. Since the presence on the island of Squamapion consors consors (Desbrochers
des Loges, 1875) is due to a clear misidentification with Squamapion vicinum (Kirby, 1808),
the Sardo-Corsican species must be definitively removed from the Sicilian fauna.

Genus Taeniapion Schilsky, 1906

Taeniapion rufescens (Gyllenhal, 1833)
Apion rufescens; Vitale (1889, p. 146); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901,
p. 446); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1927b, p. 111)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – rufescens Gyll. – urticarium Herbst
LOCALITIES – Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Sicilia, Contr[ada]. Paradiso,
[Messina], II.[19]09, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 9

Taeniapion rufulum (Wencker, 1864)
Apion rufulum; Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 446)
Apion urticarium; Vitale (1927b, 111 (in part))
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – rufulum Herbst. – urticarium Herbst
LOCALITIES – “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; San Michele, 07.IX.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 3

Remarks. The note about the presence of larvae inside the stems of Urtica membranacea
Poir. (Vitale 1927b) refers to Taeniapion rufulum which, at least in Italy, seems to be the
only Apionidae associated with this Urtica species.

Taeniapion urticarium urticarium (Herbst, 1784)
Apion vernale; Vitale (1889, pp. 146, 150)
Apion urticarium; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 446); Vitale (1927b, 111
(in part))
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – urticarium Herbst – rufescens Gyll.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Gazzi, 03.V.[1]921, F. Vitale
[leg.]
SPECIMENS – 5

Remarks. See the remarks under Taeniapion rufulum.

Tribe Malvapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990
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Genus Malvapion A. Hoffmann, 1958

Malvapion malvae (Fabricius, 1775)
Apion malvae; Vitale (1889, p. 152); Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 49); Vitale (1901,
p. 449); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1927b, p. 112)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – malvae Fabr.
LOCALITIES – Api (Mes[sina].) 19.IV.[19]33, F. Vitale [leg.]; Api (Mes[sina].) 13.IV.[19]32, F. Vitale
[leg.]; Ritiro, 21.IV.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Scala, 11.V.1929, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale
[leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 9

Genus Pseudapion Schilsky, 1906

Pseudapion rufirostre (Fabricius, 1775)
Apion rufirostre; Vitale (1889, p. 148); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1927b,
p. 112)
Apion rufirostre var. De Stefanii Vitale (1889, p. 148); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47);
Vitale (1901, p. 447)
Apion rufirostres [sic]; Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – rufirostre Fabr. – [rufirostre] a. Stephani [sic] Vitale
LOCALITIES – Madonna Via, 14.IV.[19]06, G. Coniglio [leg.]; Spadafora, 26.III.[1]919, F. Vitale
[leg.]; Sicilia, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 10

Remarks. In 1889 Vitale described Apion rufirostre destefanii (sub Apion [rufirostre] var.
De Stefanii) upon a single male found in April 1886 on mosses from Contrada Gravitelli
(Messina). Although in the Vitale collection no specimen can clearly be identified with
the holotype of this taxon, since there is no doubt about the synonymy with Pseudapion
rufirostre, no neotype is here designated, as it is not necessary (International Commission
on Zoological Nomenclature 1999).

Tribe Metapiini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Metapion Schilsky, 1906

Metapion candidum candidum (Wencker, 1864)
Apion candidum; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46); Vitale (1927b, p. 112)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – candidum Wenck.
LOCALITIES – Rometta, 27.V.1921, F. Vitale [leg.]; Stidda, 24.V.1930, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 8
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Tribe Oxystomatini Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Genus Cyanapion Bokor, 1923

Cyanapion (Bothryorrhynchapion) afer (Gyllenhal, 1833)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – platalea Germ.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 7

Remarks. Species never mentioned in any of the Vitale publications, not even under the
name Apion platalea Germar, 1817, taxon with which in the past it was often confused. The
presence of Cyanapion platalea (Germar, 1817) in Sicily, certainly referring to C. afer, has
been reported for the first time by Ragusa (1906), but the possibility to find this species
on the island is all but sure. The host plant Lathyrus tuberosus L., with which C. platalea
is surely associated (Dieckmann 1977, Giusto: unpublished data) is not present in Sicily.
When its apparent poliphagy on Lathyrus latifolius L., Lathyrus sylvestris L., Vicia cracca
L. and Vicia villosa Roth will be confirmed, then its presence on the island could also be
confirmed. At present, we consider C. platalea as not occurring in Sicily.

Cyanapion (Bothryorrhynchapion) gyllenhalii (Kirby, 1808)
Apion unicolor; Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – gyllenhali [sic] Kirby
LOCALITIES – Ucria, 12.III.1909, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 1

Genus Eutrichapion Reitter, 1916

Eutrichapion (Cnemapion) vorax (Herbst, 1797)
Apion vorax; Vitale (1889, p. 152); Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 449)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – minimum Herbst – vorax Herbst
LOCALITIES – Camaro, 28.V.1924, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 8

Remarks. The findings of this species on Castanea sativa Mill., Corylus avellana L. and
Quercus robur L. (Vitale 1889) can be traced back to its migration habits, whereas the
specimens found on Sulla coronaria (L.) Medik. (sub Hedysarum coronarium L.) (Vitale
1889) are certainly accidental.

Eutrichapion (Eutrichapion) viciae (Paykull, 1800)
Apion viciae; Vitale (1889, p. 148); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447);
Vitale (1903d, p. 67)
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ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – viciae Payk.
LOCALITIES – Stidda, 24.V.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 26.IV.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà,
22.VI.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Annunziata, 27.IV.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1930, F. Vitale
[leg.]; Favorita, 29.IX.[19]12, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 6

Remarks. Species that often migrates on trees, as observed by Vitale (1889) who reported
its presence on Corylus avellana L. and Quercus robur L.

Eutrichapion (Psilocalymma) facetum (Gyllenhal, 1839)
Apion perspicax; Vitale (1889, p. 152)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – facetum Gyll. – [haetiops] s. antennale Auctor.
LOCALITIES – Scala, 25.IV.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 27.V.[19]37, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”,
“F. Vitale [leg.]”; [Contrada] Paradiso, [Messina], 7.VI.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 4

Eutrichapion (Psilocalymma) punctiger (Paykull, 1792)
Apion punctigerum; Vitale (1889, p. 151); Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 156); Vitale (1901,
p. 448); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – platalea Germ. – punctigerum Payk.
LOCALITIES – 3-Monti, 3.V.[19]27, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, II.1919, F. Vitale [leg.]; Tortorici,
14.XI.[19]08, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 8

Remarks. The huge invasion of specimens belonging to this species on a Rubus shrub
observed in May, 1923 in Contrada Portella di Stagno (Vitale 1927b) must be attributed,
almost certainly, to Holotrichapion pisi (Fabricius, 1801) whose “famous mass invasions”
are described and documented in many publications (e.g. Girard 1880; Marchal 1894;
Clermont 1902; Schatzmayr 1925; Dieckmann 1977; Stüben et al. 2018). On the contrary,
apart from the aforementioned observation by Vitale, there are no reports about mass
invasions by Eutrichapion punctiger.

Genus Hemitrichapion Voss, 1959

Hemitrichapion (Dimesomyops) pavidum (Germar, 1817)
Apion pavidum; Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1906, p. 207)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – pavidum Germ. – ochropus Germ. – elegantulum
Germ.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Scala, 5.VI.[19]29; F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 5

Genus Holotrichapion Györffy, 1956
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Holotrichapion (Apiops) pisi (Fabricius, 1801)
Apion pisi; Vitale (1889, p. 151); Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448);
Vitale (1903d, p. 67)
Apion pisi var. cyaneipenne [sic]; Vitale (1893, p. 159)
Apion pisi var. cyanipenne; Vitale (1900, p. 48)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – pisi Fabr.
LOCALITIES – Colla, 1.IV.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 19.VII.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ritiro,
21.IV.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 5

Remarks. See the remarks under Eutrichapion punctiger.

Holotrichapion (Holotrichapion) saturnium (Normand, 1937)
Apion ononis; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – ononis Kirb.
LOCALITIES – Castanea, 4.VII.1910, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 17.VII.[19]37, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ficuzza,
V.1913, F. Vitale [leg.]; Gesso, 21.V.[19]37, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 5

Remarks. Species whose distribution is still incomplete due to some misidentification
on the past with Apion umbrinum Wollaston, 1864, a synonym of Holotrichapion ononis
(Kirby, 1808). It is so far recorded from Spain, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Italy, Lybia and
Iran. In Italy its presence is sure in Sardinia and Sicily.

Holotrichapion (Legaricapion) antennale (Desbrochers des Loges, 1896)
Apion aethiops; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – aethiops – [aethiops] s. antennale Auctor.
LOCALITIES – Trapani, 20.V.[19]39, F. Vitale [leg.]; Annunziata, 26.IV.[19]20, F. Vitale [leg.];
Condrò (Mes[sina].), 3.III.[1]926, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Scala, 14.V.[19]30, F.
Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 11

Remarks. To date, only specimens belonging to Holotrichapion antennale and Holotricha-
pion gracilicolle (Gyllenhal, 1839) were examined among the many Sicilian Apionidae
ones. Thus, we attribute with reasonable certainty Vitale (1893, 1900, 1901) quotations
of Apion aethiops to H. antennale and we confirm the correctness of those referring to H.
gracilicolle.

Holotrichapion (Legaricapion) gracilicolle (Gyllenhal, 1839)
Apion gracilicolle; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1906, p. 207)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – gracilicolle Gyll.
LOCALITIES – Scoppo, 21.IV.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 24.XII.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.];
Messina, V.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
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SPECIMENS – 9

Genus Ischnopterapion Bokor, 1923

Ischnopterapion (Chlorapion) virens (Herbst, 1797)
Apion virens; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448)
Apion virens ab. atratulus; Vitale (1905c, p. 207); Vitale (1906, pp. 181, 195) [unavailable, infrasub-
specific name]
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – virens Herbst – [virens] a. atratulum Vitale
LOCALITIES – Furnari, 04.VI.1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Pezzolo, 09.VI.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina,
1930, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 14.V.1935, F. Vitale [leg.]; Camaro, 9.IV.[19]26, F. Vitale [leg.];
[Monte] Ciccia, 4.VII.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Patti, Messina, X.1909, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 11

Ischnopterapion (Ischnopterapion) aeneomicans nothum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1897)
(Figs 6–7)
Apion aeneomicans; Vitale (1900, pp. 13, 48)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – aeneomicans Wenck.
LOCALITIES – Ucria, VII.[1]910, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 4

Remarks. New record for Italy (Sicily) for this North-African taxon to date note only from
Algeria and Tunisia. Like the nominal subspecies, also lives on Lotus dorycnium L. (Vitale
(1901) sub Dorycnium suffruticosum Vill.). The correct identification of this taxon allows
to exclude from the Sicilian fauna the nominal subspecies, Ischnopterapion aeneomicans
aeneomicans (Wencker, 1864).

Ischnopterapion (Ischnopterapion) modestum (Germar, 1817)
Apion loti; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – loti Kirby – [loti] v. sicardi Desbr.
LOCALITIES – Salice (Mes[sina].), 6.IV.[1]919, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 9.II.[1]920, F. Vitale [leg.];
Castanea, 11.IV.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 11.IV.[19]39, F. Vitale [leg.]; 3-Monti, 9.IV.[19]30,
F. Vitale [leg.]; Gesso, 23.IV.[1]917, F. Vitale [leg.]; Annunziata, 26.IV.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.];
“Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Calamarà, 31.V.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 9

Genus Oryxolaemus Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Oryxolaemus croceifemoratus (Gyllenhal, 1839)
Apion flavofemoratum [sic] var. croceifemoratum; Vitale (1889, p. 146); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale
(1900, p. 46); Vitale (1901, p. 446)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – [flavofemoratum [sic]] v. crocefemoratum [sic] Gyll.
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LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 1

Oryxolaemus scabiosus (Weise, 1889)
Apion flavofemoratum [sic]; Vitale (1889, p. 146); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 46);
Vitale (1901, p. 446); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1913, p. 142)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – [flavofemoratum [sic]]
LOCALITIES – Ritiro, 8.IV.[19]05, F. Vitale [leg.]; [Monte] Ciccia, 22.V.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.];
“Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 4

Remarks. Until the middle of the 20th century, this taxon has been confused with Oryxolae-
mus flavifemoratum, species not yet found in southern Italy (Giusto 1997). In Sicily, larvae
of O. scabiosus live on Cytisus infestus (C. Presl) Guss. and Cytisus laniger DC. (synonym
of Cytisus villosus (Poir.) Link). Its findings on Castanea sativa Mill. (sub Castanea vesca
Gaertn.), Corylus avellana L., Quercus robur L. (Vitale 1889) and Vicia sp. (Vitale 1900)
were certainly accidental.

Genus Oxystoma Duméril, 1805

Oxystoma craccae (Linnaeus, 1767)
Apion craccae; Vitale (1889, p. 142); Vitale (1900, p. 45); Vitale (1901, p. 445)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – craccae Linn.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 6

Oxystoma dimidiatum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1897)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst ochropus Germ. – ochropus Germ. – cerdo Gerst. –
gyllenhali [sic] Kirby
LOCALITIES – Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Castanea, 11.IV.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà,
30.VI.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Camaro, 5.IV.[19]26, F. Vitale [leg.]; M[onte]. Ciccia (Mes[sina].),
10.X.[1]926, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 8

Remarks. Apion dimidiatum Desbrochers des Loges, 1897 was almost universally confused
with Apion cerdo Gerstaecker, 1854 till Dieckmann (1971) described Apion pseudocerdo,
later considered synonym of Oxystoma dimidiatum. This confusion led to the publication
of a huge amount of incorrect data about the distribution of Oxystoma cerdo and its allied
O. dimidiatum and so, according to the literature, it is not possible to define their actual
distribution. Since all the about 200 Sicilian specimens examined from 48 localities (Giusto,
unpublished data) turned out to be O. dimidiatum, we exclude O. cerdo from the apionid
fauna of the island.
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Oxystoma ochropus (Germar, 1818)
Apion ochropus; Vitale (1889, p. 142); Vitale (1893, p. 90); Vitale (1900, p. 45); Vitale (1901, p. 445)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – ochropus Germ.
LOCALITIES – Ficuzza, 23–28.IV.19[06], F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; Ficuzza,
5.V.[1]912, F. Vitale [leg.]; [Monte] Ciccia, 4.VII.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 11

Oxystoma pomonae (Fabricius, 1798)
Apion pomonae; Vitale (1889, p. 142); Vitale (1893, p. 90); Vitale (1900, p. 45); Vitale (1901, p. 445);
Vitale (1913, p. 142)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – cerdo Gerst. – [cerdo] v. dimidiatum Desbr. – [cerdo]
a. conspicuum Desbr. – pomonae Fabr.
LOCALITIES – Calamarà, 30.VI.1932, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 23.VI.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ca-
maro, 5.IV.[19]16, F. Vitale [leg.]; Catarratti, 16.VII.[1]927, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale
[leg.]”; “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”; M[onte]. Ciccia (Mess[ina].), 10.X.[1]926, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 12

Genus Protopirapion Alonso-Zarazaga, 1990

Protopirapion atratulum (Germar, 1817)
Apion striatum; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – striatum Marsh. – immune Kirby
LOCALITIES – “Messina” “F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia” “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 8

Protopirapion kraatzii (Wencker, 1859)
Apion kraatzi [sic]; Vitale (1903a, p. 9); Vitale (1905b, p. 167); Vitale (1906, p. 207); Vitale (1927b,
p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – kraatzi [sic] Wencker
LOCALITIES – Camaro, 4.V.[19]24, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1905, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ciaramita,
6.VI.[19]34, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 2.V.[19]27, F. Vitale [leg.]; Scala, 19.III.[19]16, F. Vitale [leg.];
Scala, 20.IV.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 12

Remarks. Western Mediterranean species known from Tunisia, Algeria, Portugal, Spain,
France and Italy. Italian specimens are quoted from Lombardy, Piedmont, Liguria, Tuscany,
Latium, Campania, Calabria and Sicily. In Italy, larvae and adults are associated to Cytisus
laniger DC. (synonym of Cytisus villosus (Poir.) Link), as observed by Vitale (1905b,
1927b), (sub Cytisus triflorus Lam.), while adults can also be found on Cytisus spinosus (L.)
Lam. and Cytisus infestus (C. Presl.) Guss.

Genus Stenopterapion Bokor, 1923

Atti Accad. Pelorit. Pericol. Cl. Sci. Fis. Mat. Nat., Vol. 99, No. 1, A5 (2021) [41 pages]



A5-26 C. GIUSTO AND C. BAVIERA

Stenopterapion (Stenopterapion) tenue (Kirby, 1808)
Apion tenue; Vitale (1889, p. 151); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – tenue Kirby
LOCALITIES – Castanea, 27.IX.1927, F. Vitale [leg.]; [Contrada] Paradiso, [Messina], 16.V.[19]31, F.
Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 31.V.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; 5.VI.[19]34, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, 1930, F.
Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”,“F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 10

Tribe Piezotrachelini Voss, 1959

Genus Protapion Schilsky, 1908

Protapion angusticolle (Gyllenhal, 1833)
Apion angusticolle; Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – angusticolle Gyll.
LOCALITIES – Gualtieri, 14.VI.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Massa San Giovanni, 8.VII.[19]35, F. Vitale
[leg.]
SPECIMENS – 2

Protapion apricans (Herbst, 1797)
Apion fagi; Vitale (1889, p. 150)
Apion apricans; Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – aestivum Germ. – [aestivum] v. mediterraneum Wagn.
– apricans Herbst – assimile Kirby – ononicola Bach
LOCALITIES – Castanea, 2.VI.[19]25, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 7

Protapion assimile assimile (Kirby, 1808)
Apion assimile; Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447); Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
Apion incertum; Vitale (1906, p. 207)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – assimile Kirby – ononicola Bach
LOCALITIES – Naso, 2.V.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, [19]04, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F.
Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 8

Protapion dentipes (Gerstaecker, 1854)
Apion dentipes; Vitale (1889, p. 149); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447);
Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
Apion tubicen; Vitale (1889, p. 150)
Apion dentipes var. tubicen; Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – dentipes Gerst.
LOCALITIES – Calamarà, 15.V.[19]34, F. Vitale [leg.]; Gravitelli, 30.V.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.];
Gravitelli, 13.V.[1]928, F. Vitale [leg.]; Altolia, 19.IV.[19]26, F. Vitale [leg.]; Annunziata, 3.VI.[19]31,
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F. Vitale [leg.]; Massa Santa Lucia, 17.VI.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Camaro, Pineta, 29.VI.[19]30, F.
Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 10

Remarks. Vitale (1889) cited Apion tubicen Wencker, 1864 as a valid species while later
Vitale (1893, 1900, 1901) considered it as a variety of Apion dentipes. Although in the past
A. tubicen has been almost universally quoted as synonym of Protapion dentipes and, at the
moment, it is considered a “species dubia” provisionally attributed to the genus Protapion
Schilsky, 1908 (Alonso-Zarazaga et al. 2017) we believe we are not wrong in attributing
Vitale’s quotations to P. dentipes.

Protapion difforme (Germar 1818)
Apion difforme; Vitale (1889, p. 149); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – difforme Ahr.
LOCALITIES – S. Stefano, 10.VI.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 2

Protapion dissimile (Germar 1817)
Apion dissimile; Vitale (1889, p. 149); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, pp. 14, 47); Vitale (1901,
p. 447); Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – dissimile Germ. – apricans Herbst
LOCALITIES – Camaro, 24.V.1924, F. Vitale [leg.]; [Monte] Ciccia, 1.VIII.[19]31, F. Vitale [leg.];
Sinnaro, 12.VI.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, VII.[1]934, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale
[leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 12

Protapion fulvipes fulvipes (Geoffroy in Fourcroy, 1785)
Apion coxale; Vitale (1906, p. 207)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – flavipes Payk. – [flavipes] a. coxale Desbr.
LOCALITIES – Salice, 5.V.[19]22, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà, 07.V.[19]35, F. Vitale [leg.]; [Monte]
Ciccia, 2.IX.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Sicilia, Messina, 1929, F. Vitale [leg.]; Salice, 5.V.[19]22, F.
Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 18

Protapion interjectum interjectum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1895)
Apion trifolii var. ruficrus; Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – aestivum Germ. – [aestivum] v. ruficrus Germ. –
[aestivum] s. interjectum Desbr. – apricans Herbst – assimile Kirby
LOCALITIES – 3-Monti, X.[19]11, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 9.II.[19]30, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”,
“F. Vitale [leg.]”; “Sicilia, Ficuzza, 15–16.V.[1]911, L.T.”; Messina, [19]04, F. Vitale [leg.]
SPECIMENS – 14
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Protapion laevicolle (Kirby, 1811)
Apion laevicolle; Vitale (1889, pp. 149, 150); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, pp. 14, 47); Vitale
(1901, p. 447); Vitale (1902b, p. 4); Vitale (1903b, p. 54); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1903c, p. 20);
Vitale (1905a, p. 122); Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – laevicolle Kirby
LOCALITIES – Calamarà (Mess[ina].), 12.II.[1]920, F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà (Mess[ina].), 23.VI.[19]32,
F. Vitale [leg.]; Calamarà (Mess[ina].), 11.III.1917, F. Vitale [leg.]; Messina, Sic[ilia]., XI.[19]08, F.
Vitale [leg.]; Messina, XI.[1]918, F. Vitale [leg.]; Ficuzza, XII.1913, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F.
Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 11

Remarks. Species associated to Trifolium repens L. Its findings on Sulla coronaria (L.)
Medik. (sub Hedysarum coronarium L.) (Vitale 1900, 1927b) is certainly accidental.

Protapion nigritarse (Kirby, 1808)
Apion nigritarse; Vitale (1889, p. 151); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901,
p. 448); Vitale (1902b, pp. 2, 3); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1903c, p. 20); Vitale (1913, p. 142);
Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – nigritarse Kirby – aestivum Germ. – [aestivum] s.
interjectum Desbr.
LOCALITIES – Rodia, 9.X.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.], “Sicilia”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”, “Messina”, “F. Vitale
[leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 5

Remarks. Oligophagous on Trifolium spp. The findings of this species on Castanea sativa
Mill., Citrus x limon (L.) Osbeck, Corylus avellana L. and Quercus robur L. (Vitale 1889)
can be traced back to the migration, while the specimens found on Sulla coronaria (L.)
Medik. (sub Hedysarum coronarium L.) (Vitale 1927b) are certainly accidental.

Protapion ononidis (Gyllenhal, 1827)
Apion ononicola; Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 447); Vitale (1927b,
p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – ononicola Bach
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 3

Remarks. Oligophagous on Ononis spp. The finding on Sulla coronaria (L.) Medik. (sub
Hedysarum coronarium L.) (Vitale 1927b) was accidental.

Protapion schoenherri (Boheman, 1839)
Apion schönherri; Vitale (1900, p. 47)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – schöenherri Bohm.
LOCALITIES – Castanea, 2. VI.[19]19, F. Vitale [leg.]; Castanea, 2.VI.[19]25, F. Vitale [leg.]; Cala-
marà, 5.VI.[19]19, F. Vitale [leg.]
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SPECIMENS – 8

Protapion trifolii (Linnaeus, 1768)
Apion trifolii; Vitale (1889, p. 150); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 48); Vitale (1901, p. 448);
Vitale (1902b, p. 3)
Apion aestivum; Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – angusticolle Gyll.
LOCALITIES – “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 1

Protapion varipes (Germar, 1817)
Apion varipes; Vitale (1889, p. 150); Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1906, p. 207);
Vitale (1927b, p. 113)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – varipes Germ.
LOCALITIES – Rometta, 2. V.[19]33, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 2

Remarks. Oligophagous on Trifolium spp. Its presence on Sulla coronaria (L.) Medik. sub
Hedysarum coronarium L. by Vitale (1927b) was accidental.

Genus Pseudoprotapion Ehret, 1990

Pseudoprotapion dumeei (A. Hoffmann, 1957) (Fig. 8)
Apion astragali; Vitale (1889, p. 147); Vitale (1900, p. 14); Vitale (1913, p. 142); Vitale (1927b,
p. 113)
Apion saeculare; Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901, p. 446); Vitale (1903d,
p. 67); Vitale (1905a, p. 122)
Apion astragali var. B.; Vitale (1889, p. 147)
Apion astragali var. C.; Vitale (1889, p. 147)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – astragali Payk.
LOCALITIES – Spartà, 14.V.[19]36, F. Vitale [leg.]; “Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 4

Remarks. The revision of the genus Pseudoprotapion Ehret, 1990 in the Iberian peninsula
(Russell and Velázquez de Castro 2015) partly clarified the systematics of the genus allowing
the recognition of three further species in addition to Pseudoprotapion astragali (Paykull,
1800) and Pseudoprotapion elegantulum (Germar, 1818), leaving however unresolved
some problems about the correct interpretation of the bibliographic citations of P. astragali
“. . . beyond the borders of Europe. . . ” or to the recognition of some still undescribed species
from Sicily, Greece and Turkey. Despite this, on the ground of diagnostic characters utilized
by the above two authors (long thin legs, pronounced anterior collar of pronotum and large
size), all specimens stored in the Vitale collection as Apion astragali are provisionally
attributed to P. dumeei (A. Hoffmann, 1957). Since to date P. dumeei was known only
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from Morocco, Portugal and Spain, its occurrence in Sicily represents the first record for
the island and for Italy. Recorded exclusively from Erophaca baetica baetica (L.) Boiss.
(Russell and Velázquez de Castro 2015); in Sicily, the larvae of this species are associated
to Sulla coronaria (L.) Medik., as already observed by Vitale (1889, 1900, 1905a, 1927b)
sub Hedysarum coronarium L.. Findings on Castanea sativa Mill., Corylus avellana L. and
Quercus roburL. (Vitale 1889) were certainly accidental.

Pseudoprotapion elegantulum (Germar, 1818)
Apion elegantulum; Vitale (1889, p. 147); Vitale (1893, p. 157); Vitale (1900, p. 47); Vitale (1901,
p. 447)
ORIGINAL IDENTIFICATION – Apion Herbst – elegantulum Germ.
LOCALITIES – [Monte] Ciccia, 04.VI.[19]32, F. Vitale [leg.]; Colla, 05.VI.[19]29, F. Vitale [leg.];
“Messina”, “F. Vitale [leg.]”
SPECIMENS – 5

List of the species not present in the Vitale collection

Apion rubens Walton, 1837
Apion rubens; Vitale (1889, p. 152); Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, pp. 16, 49); Vitale (1901,
p. 449)

Remarks. The absence of identification label, that of specimen in the collection and the
indication of Rumex bucephalophorus L. as host plant (Vitale 1889, 1900) suggest that the
quotations related to Apion rubens must be instead attributed to A. haematodes haematodes
(species common on this plant in the Mediterranean region). Apion rubens seems exclu-
sively associated to Rumex acetosella. However, the presence in Sicily of A. rubens, so far
doubtful (Abbazzi and Osella 1992; Abbazzi et al. 1995; Colonnelli 2003; Abbazzi and
Maggini 2009) can be confirmed thanks to the discovery of two specimens labelled: Monte
Antennammare (Messina Province), 1,120 m a.s.l., 17.X.2002, C. Baviera leg. (1 ex. coll.
C. Giusto, Recco; 1 ex. coll. C. Baviera, Messina).

Ceratapion (Echinostroma) penetrans caullei (Wencker, 1858)
Apion caullei; Vitale (1900, p. 46)

Remarks. Ceratapion penetrans caullei is currently known only from France, Belgium, The
Netherlands, Germany and Switzerland. Therefore, its presence in Sicily is not plausible.
Most likely, Vitale confused this taxon with Ceratapion curtii, species recognized and
described by Hans Wagner twenty years later.

Ceratapion (Echinostroma) penetrans penetrans (Germar, 1817)
Apion penetrans; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46)
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Remarks. Ragusa (1882b) mentioned for the first time this taxon for Sicily and only later
Vitale listed it in his catalogues of Sicilian weevils. As in the case of Ceratapion penetrans
caullei (see above), it cannot be excluded that the Ragusa’s quotation must be referred to
Ceratapion curtii. Ceratapion penetrans penetrans is widely distributed in central Europe,
and in Italy it is recorded from almost all northern and peninsular regions. Its presence in
Sicily, although not confirmed here, is however plausible since both Centaurea cyanus L.
(allochthonous naturalized plant) and Centaurea jacea L., two of its probable larval hosts
(Wanat 1995), occur in Sicily.

Cyanapion (Cyanapion) alcyoneum (Germar, 1817)
Apion alcyoneum var. hispanicum; Vitale 1900: 48

Remarks. Vitale mentioned Apion alcyoneum hispanicum on Baudi di Selve (in litteris)
communication. Considering that the only larval host plant so far ascertained is Lathyrus
pannonicus (Jacq.) Garcke, and that this plant does not occur in Sicily, C. alcyoneum must
be excluded from the Sicilian fauna.

Eutrichapion (Eutrichapion) ervi (Kirby, 1808)
Apion ervi; Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 48)

Remarks. Asiatic-European species distributed from Portugal to Japan and quoted in North
Africa only from Algeria. In Italy it is recorded from all regions. Vitale mentioned its
presence in Sicily on Baudi di Selve (in litteris) communication. According to literature, E.
ervi is associated with Fabaceae belonging to the genera Lathyrus L. and Vicia L., some of
them growing in Sicily. However, no Sicilian specimen has been studied to date. Therefore,
we provisionally consider E. ervi as not occurring in Sicily.

Eutrichapion (Phalacrolobus) melancholicum (Wencker, 1864)
Apion melancholicum; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48)

Remarks. Species widely distributed from France to western Siberia across much of
Europe. In Italy it is recorded from almost all northern and peninsular regions. Vitale
(1893) mentioned this species on the advice of Baudi di Selve (in litteris). Although some
of the plants on which adults live are present in Sicily (i.e. Lathyrus sylvestris L. and
Lathyrus latifolius L.), thus far we could not study any Sicilian specimen. The presence of
E. melancholicum on the island is not confirmed.

Exapion difficile (Herbst, 1797)
Apion difficile; Vitale (1900, p. 15)

Remarks. According to the literature, Exapion difficile is oligophagous on Genista sagittalis
L., Genista anglica L., Genista germanica L., Genista pilosa L., Genista sardoa Vals. (=
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Genista acanthoclada DC.) and Genista tinctoria L. Since none of these plants lives in
Sicily, it is not possible to confirm the presence of this weevil on the island.

Exapion genistae (Kirby, 1808)
Apion bivittatum; Vitale (1893, p. 156); Vitale (1900, p. 46)
Apion genistae; Vitale (1893, p. 157)

Remarks. Vitale (1893) mentioned this species from Sicily after a personal communication
by Baudi di Selve. Exapion genistae is a West-European species to date surely present in
Portugal, Spain, France, Great Britain and Germany, whereas its presence in Greece and
Algeria need confirmation. Since the larvae are strictly associated with Genista anglica L.,
a plant absent in Sicily, the presence of this insect on the island is excluded.

Loborhynchapion amethystinum (Miller, 1857)
Apion amethystinum; Vitale (1889, p. 151)

Remarks. Sibero-european species distributed from Central Europe to Russian Far East not
present either in peninsular Italy or in Sicily.

Mesotrichapion punctirostre (Gyllenhal, 1839)
Apion punctirostre; Vitale (1900, p. 48)

Remarks. Centrasiatic-European element widespread from Spain to China and Mongolia
whose presence in Italy has been only ascertained in Piedmont and Trentino-Alto Adige
(Abbazzi and Maggini 2009). Its presence in Sicily is excluded.

Omphalapion hookerorum (Kirby, 1808)
Apion hookeri [sic]; Vitale (1889, p. 145); Vitale (1900, p. 46)

Remarks. Species widely distributed in the Palaearctic Region from Portugal to western
Siberia through the whole of Europe. In Italy it is quoted from the northern regions and
from Latium and Calabria. It is not possible to confirm its presence in Sicily because the
only plant in Italy on which the larvae develop, Tripleurospermum inodorum (L.) Sch. Beep.
(= Tripleurospermum perforatum (Mérat) Laínz), does not occur on the island.

Oxystoma opeticum (Bach, 1854)
Apion opeticum; Vitale (1893, p. 90); Vitale (1900, pp. 15, 45)

Remarks. Sibero-European species distributed from France to Russian Far East. In Italy
it is recorded in the northern regions and reaches Calabria towards the south. It is not
possible to confirm the presence of O. opeticum in Sicily because Lathyrus vernus (L.)
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Bernh., plant on which the larvae develop in the Italian peninsula, is absent on the island.
Also the indication that this weevil feeds on seeds of Vicia spp. (Vitale 1900) points to a
misidentification and supports our hypothesis.

Oxystoma subulatum (Kirby, 1808)
Apion subulatum; Vitale (1893, p. 90); Vitale (1900, p. 45)

Remarks. Vitale mentioned O. subulatumin accordance with a personal communication
by Baudi di Selve. Although the plants on which adults are to be found in Italy also live
in Sicily (Lathyrus cicera L., Lathyrus latifolius L., Lathyrus pratensis L. and Lathyrus
sylvestris L.), to date no specimens have been examined from the island. Therefore, while
considering its presence in Sicily plausible, this species is provisionally unconfirmed in
Sicily.

Perapion (Perapion) marchicum (Herbst, 1797)
Apion marchicum; Vitale (1889, p. 153)

Remarks. Vitale (1889) wrote that he found only one specimen in Contrada Scoppo, on
mosses. Afterwards, he never mentioned this species in any of his publications, possibly
because he made himself aware of a misidentification. The presence of P. marchicum in
Sicily is thus not confirmed.

Phrissotrichum (Schilskyapion) rugicolle (Germar, 1817)
Apion rugicolle; Vitale (1889, p. 143); Vitale (1903b, p. 54); Vitale (1903d, p. 67); Vitale (1906, p. 206)

Remarks. Central-European species present in Italy only in the northern regions and surely
not occurring in Sicily. The brief description of the single specimen found on mosses in
Contrada Scoppo by Vitale (1889) does not allow us to establish to which species it really
belongs.

Pseudapion fulvirostre (Gyllenhal, 1833)
Apion fulvirostre; Vitale (1893, p. 158); Vitale (1900, p. 47)

Remarks. Species listed by Vitale (1893) among the apions of Sicily on the basis of the
quotation formerly published by Ragusa (1882a). Although no specimen is present in the
Vitale collection, its presence in Sicily is confirmed thanks to the finding of 3 specimens in
Cerami (Enna Province), 970 m a.s.l., 6.VI.2018, C. Giusto leg. / on Althaea officinalis L.
(coll. C. Giusto, Recco).
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Stenopterapion (Stenopterapion) meliloti (Kirby, 1808)
Apion meliloti; Vitale (1893, p. 159); Vitale (1900, p. 48)

Remarks. Vitale mentioned Apion meliloti on Baudi di Selve information. Since neither
Vitale nor Ragusa ever claimed to possess at least one specimen of this species and since
no Sicilian specimen has so far been examined, Stenopterapion meliloti is provisionally
excluded from the Sicilian fauna. Despite this, given its enormous distribution (from
Portugal to the Russian Far East and recently introduced in the Nearctic Region) and
considering that its host plants (Trigonella albus (Medik.) Coulot & Rabaute, Trigonella
altissima (Thuill.) Coulot & Rabaute, Trigonella dentata (Waldst. & Kit.) Coulot & Rabaute
Desf. and Trigonella officinalis (L.) Coulot & Rabaute) are present in Sicily, its presence on
the island is not excluded.

4. Conclusions and final remarks

The careful examination of the Francesco Vitale collection has shown once again how
important the study of historical collections is. The material stored in it has allowed us
to check our knowledge on the apionid fauna of Sicily and to correct some erroneous
past citations which, repeated up to date, have been confusing. In the latest available list
of Italian Curculionoidea (Abbazzi and Maggini 2009; Abbazzi and Zinetti 2013) 129
apionid species are quoted from Sicily, 7 of which are doubtfully reported. Since our
corrections of old erroneous citations have resulted in the exclusion from the Sicilian fauna
of 23 taxa (corresponding to the 17.8% of the species mentioned so far), the number of
species is reduced to 106. However, adding the four taxa reported here as new for Sicily
— Hoplopodapion poupillieri, Ischnopterapion aeneomicans nothum, Pseudoprotapion
dumeei and Omphalapion laevigatum — the currently ascertained Apionidae from Sicily
number to 110 taxa, corresponding to the 52.6% of Italian Apionidae (209 total species: 206
listed by Alonso-Zarazaga et al. (2017) to which must be added Hoplopodapion poupillieri,
Ischnopterapion aeneomicans nothum and Pseudoprotapion dumeei, reported here as new
for Italy). The Vitale collection, therefore, with its 91 species represents the 82.7% of the
entire Sicilian fauna of Apionidae. This last figure testifies once again the great skill of
Francesco Vitale in collecting insects, pointing also out that almost all his species were found
in the surroundings of Messina, although in habitats surely today much less natural. For sure,
specialized researches will ascertain the presence of some species that we have provisionally
excluded from the Sicilian fauna (e.g. Eutrichapion ervi, Eutrichapion melancholicum,
Oxystoma subulatum, etc.) or discover species never found before. The component of
Apionidae with a prevalent North African distribution (currently close to the 10% of the
total fauna) will be probably enriched with additional species (e.g. Helianthemapion kefense
(Normand, 1921), Ischnopterapion leprieuri (Wencker, 1864), etc.) and, surely, further new
taxa will be discovered. This study is part of the still in progress researches aiming at a
better knowledge of the Sicilian Coleoptera e.g. (Baviera 2007, 2008, 2010; Baviera and
Liberti 2010; Baviera and Magnano 2010; Bellò and Baviera 2011; Magrini and Baviera
2011; Stroscio et al. 2011; Toševski et al. 2011, 2014; Baviera 2015; Toševski et al. 2015;
Bellò et al. 2017, 2019; Baviera and Caldara 2020).
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FIGURES 1–4. Habitus (scale bar: 1 mm): (1) Aizobius sedi (Germar, 1818)
from Montalbano Elicona; (2) Helianthemapion velatum (Gerstaecker, 1854)
from Leone; (3) Hoplopodapion poupillieri (Wencker, 1864) from Rodia; (4)
Acentrotypus brunnipes (Boheman, 1839) from Colla.
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FIGURES 5–8. Habitus (scale bar: 1 mm): (5) Omphalapion laevigatum (Paykull,
1792) from “Sicilia”; (6) Ischnopterapion (Ischnopterapion) aeneomicans nothum
(Desbrochers des Loges, 1897) from Ucria; (7) Habitus of Ischnopterapion (Is-
chnopterapion) aeneomicans nothum (Desbrochers des Loges, 1897) from Ucria;
(8) Habitus of Pseudoprotapion dumeei (A. Hoffmann, 1957) from Messina.
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